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Cheese is a highly nutritious and palatable food. It is of significant value in the diet because
it contains almost all of the protein and essential minerals, vitamins, and other nutrients of milk.

The making of cheese dates back more than 4,000 years. It was made and eaten in biblical ('Y ..'
times. The first cheese, according to an ancient legend, was made accidentally by an Arabian r :

merchant who put his supply of milk into a pouch made from a sheep's stomach, as he set out on a f: c~-~
day'sjourney acr~ss the desert. !he rennet in the lining oft?e pouch, combined with the h~at oft~e .-.;~
sun, caused the milk to separate rnto c.urd and whey. T?at mg.ht he fo~d that the whey satIsfied hls ~.V ~
thirst and the cheese (curd) had a delIghtful flavor which satIsfied hls hunger.

Travelers from Asia are believed to have brought the art of cheesemaking to Europe. Italy
became the cheesemaking center of Europe during the loth Century. The Pilgrims included cheese
in the ship's supplies when they made their voyage to America on the Mayflower in 1620. Until the
19th century it remained a local farm industry .In 1851 the first cheese factory in the United States
was built by Jesse Williams in Oneida County, New York. ~ ~,. )

\; c.c'Demand for natural cheese was more than 6 billion pounds and the demand for processed ,

cheese exceeded 2 billion pounds annually by the early 90'5. Almost one-third of all milk produced
each year in the U .S. is used to make cheese. There are over 400 varieties of cheese produced in the
U.S.
Character: The distinctive character of various cheeses is determined by the kind of milk used, the
amount of fat in the milk, coagulation methods, cutting, cooking, forming the curd, type of culture,
salting and ri?ening. ~
Store: Refrigerate at 40 F or lower (without freezrng). Tightly wrap cheese rn plastIc wrap. ) .~ -
Generally, ~he har~er the ~heese, the longer it keeps. Cheese held for longer periods of time, G~~.:~~
however, wIll contInue to npen and develop a sharper flavor. Should cheese become dry , grate and ~!:.. -

keep in covered container in the refrigerator. Use in cooking as a melted topping or flavoring. To
remove mold from cheese, trim ~ inch of cheese on all sides where mold is vjsible. Pasteurized
Processed Cheese, which does not age or ripen like natural cheese, keeps extremely well under
refrigerated conditions. Most cheeses can be frozen for 6 weeks to 2 months and used in cooking. ::-;d~1'
Soft cheese can not be frozen as it affects texture. ..1:*~
Cheese and Food ParinKs: Cheese may be used with any foo~ fro:rn a~ples to zucc~ini. ~ele.ct the ~V~
type that goes with your taste as well as the food you are servrng It with. Use you Imagrnatlon to ~

~enjoy the world of cheese. .
Cookin!! with Cheese: When you cook with cheese, add it to other ingredients in small pieces so

.; that it will blend evenly and cook in a shorter time. Keep the heat LOW -just enough to melt and, .: r..
, blend the cheese. High heat or long cooking makes cheese tough and stringy .Add cheese as the last ~

ingredient when making a sauce and heat just until melted. ,

Microwaving Cheese: To soften cream cheese, remove foil wrapper. Place cheese on microwavable ::-:.:~- .
plate. Microwave, uncovered, on medium (50%); a 3 ounce package will need 40 to 60 secondS~ .8 -.;:,,-, '..

ounces 1 to 1~ minutes. --~. .-
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To warm cheese, place Y2 pound piece on microwavable dish. Microwave, uncovered, on
medium-low (30%). Rotate after half the time. Firm aged cheese requires 30 to 40 seconds. Soft
and semisoft cheese needs 20 to 45 seconds. Let stand 5 minutes before using.
Nutrition: Milk, cheese and other dairy foods are excellent sources of calcium and protein. Calcium
is essential for the growth and maintenance of teeth and bones and the prevention of osteoporosis.
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~Cookin!! Eguivalents: Servin2 Tin:
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Remove cheese from the
refrigerator at least 30
minutes before serving to
bring out the fullest flavor .

Tynes: Soft (Blue, Camembert, Ricotta, Cream cheese); Semi-soft (Brick, Monterey, Jack,
Mozzarella); Semi-Soft to Hard (Edam, Goud~ Baby Swiss) Hard (Swiss, Cheddar, Colby, Colby-
Jack, Provalone); Very Hard (Parmesan, Romano); Speciality (Pasteurized Process cheese, cold

pack).
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CheesvPotato Soup
6 potatoes, peeled and cubed 4 cups water
1 onion, chopped Y2 pint whipping cream
3 green onions, sliced thin 4 cups milk
1 carrot, peeled and grated 1 lb. Velveeta cheese, cubed or shredded

1 stalk celery , sliced thin 6 slices bacon, cooked crisp & crumbled

2 teaspoons salt Fresh black pepper (optional)

111 a large Dutch oven, add first 7 ingredients and cook until tender, about 15 minutes. Add

whipping cream, milk, and cheese. Heat only until cheese is melted, stirring often. DO NOT
BOIL. Add cooked bacon just before serving. Season with black pepper, if desired. Makes 8
to 10 servings.

I:;+~
Sources: Dairy MAX, Inc". Cheese Facts. National Cheese Institute, 1993; SfS Festive

Foods, 1996.

Supporting State Extension Goal: Health, Safety and Well Being
/ Prepared by: E. Kay Davis, M.S., L.D., C.F .C.S. .
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Cocktail Cheese Mumns
3!4 Cup butter 1 carton (8 ozs.) sour cream
2 cups (8 ozs.) shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 2 tablespoons frozen chopped chives
2 cups self-rising flour

Melt butter in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add Cheddar cheese and cook 2 minutes,
stirring constantly. Stir in flour, sour cream, and chives. Spoon batter into ungreased miniature
muffin pans, filling two-thirds full. Bake at 375 degrees for 20 to 22 minutes. Remove muffins
from pans immediately. Makes 4 dozen.
MICROW A YE: Melt butter in 8-cup glass measuring bowl; add Cheddar cheese and microwave
1 to 2 minutes until smooth. Stir in flour, sour cream, and chives. Proceed as above.


