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Did you know that we offer annual green industry professional courses and strive to keep

these folks up to date with the newest research based information? We do!

 

February 10 & 11 2022, we will be offering a new to Lubbock County course aimed at tree

care professionals- the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist Prep

Course. The tree care profession has experienced rapid growth over the past decade and

there is a significant amount of knowledge required to perform at the highest level. ISA

credentials help consumers identify qualified, knowledgeable tree care professionals. This

course will help prepare professional arborists to take the ISA Certified Arborist exam. 

 Nonprofessionals are also welcome to attend the entire course to gain a better

understanding of the benefits of trees and develop their tree ID and tree care skills. Three

years of experience is required to take the ISA Certified Arborist exam. For more

information on the exam, please visit www.isa-arbor.com and for more information on the

Prep Course, please see the flyer on page 5.

February 18, 2022, we will be offering our annual Commercial Turf & Ornamentals   

continued on page 2

Plant Now For Spring Color

 • P. 3

Certified Arborist Prep Course

• P. 5

Harvest of the Month • P. 6

http://www.isa-arbor.com/


We all know that fall is a great time to plant new trees in

our landscapes because moderate temperatures allow

tree roots to become acclimated and established while

the tree canopy is dormant, right? (Most definitely!) But

what happens when old man winter comes blowing down

the South Plains? Our young trees need a little extra care!

Tree trunks of immature trees, especially deciduous trees,

need protection from direct sunlight during all seasons.

They are especially susceptible to southwest

injury/sunscald during winter months when leaves are

absent and no longer produce shade for the trunk.

Sunscald is often referred to southwest winter injury

because it happens during the cold weather months and is

caused by sudden temperature changes of the bark. On a

sunny, windy cold winter day, cold hardy tissues in the bark

on the south to southwest side of the trunk are exposed to

direct sunlight and warm up. The warmed bark de-

acclimates, decreasing its ability to withstand freezing

temperatures. When the sun goes down or behind a cloud,

the temperature of the bark drops quickly to below

freezing and the bark tissues are unable to regain cold

hardiness quickly enough to withstand freezing. Living bark

tissues are damaged by the freezing temperature, which

leads to a sunken area on the trunk with dried, cracked,

peeling bark or exposed dead wood.  

Protect the trunk with a commercial tree wrap such as a

polyurethane spiral wrap or craft paper wrap. The wrap

should be applied in the fall but should be removed prior

to trunk expansion each spring. Set a reminder to remove

the wrap as it could suffocate the tree if left on too long!

In most cases, a tree will only need to be wrapped the first

season or two after planting. Tie the wrap firmly, but not

tightly. Polyurethane wraps expand without binding the

trunk. Start at the ground and wrap up to the first branch

slightly overlapping as you go. Do not attach wraps with

wire, nylon rope, plastic ties, or electrical tape. 
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S O U T H W E S T  I N J U R Y  
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Workshop aimed at Texas Department of

Agriculture (TDA) Certified Applicators and

Landscape Architects for continuing

education credits. Nonprofessionals are also

invited to attend to gain a better

understanding of working with chemical

herbicides and pesticides. For more

information on this program, please see the

flyer on page 1.

An example of southwest injury.

An example of wrapping a young trees

trunk to protect against winter injury.



Tahoka Daisy

PLANT NOW FOR SPRING COLOR

Wildflowers
What You Need To Know

Most wildflower seeds will benefit from
scarification-

a process that mimics natural weathering
and allows seeds to germinate more easily

Example Milkweed and Bluebonnets
Scratch each seed on sand paper
before planting.

Need a sunny location
Most wildflowers will need at least 6 hours
of direct sunlight to bloom their best.

 Need well drainging soil
Don't plant seeds in an area prone to
staying overly wet.

Prep your planting area
Clear any weeds, mulch, or other debris
Disturb the soil slightly to allow for direct
seed-to-soil contact

Planting Tips
Follow all instructions on the seed packet
Avoid burying tiny wildflower seeds too
deep in the ground

Plant them no more than twice as deep
as the seeds are wide
The seeds are tiny so it can help to mix
them with sand or compost, to help
spread the seedlings out and keep
them from sprouting in  clumps
Bluebonnet seeds are nearly identical
to decomposed granite, so mixing
those together can prevent hungry
birds from snacking on your seeds

Planting can also be a family affair. The
most fun is to do a wildflower stomp, where
you gather five kids or grandkids, plant the
seeds, and have the kids hop up and down
to pack them in

Winec
up

Perfume Ball
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Cut away

the base

stem of

the leaves

and wash

them

carefully

under

cold

water.

Slice the

leaves

into thin,

1/2 inch

long slices

and give

each

student 1

or 2 strips.

LEAF LETTUCE
V E G G I E  P R E P A R A T I O N S

T I P S  O N  P R O P E R L Y  W A S H I N G ,  H A N D L I N G ,  C U T T I N G  A N D
P R E P A R I N G  V E G G I E S  

2 Fun to make with children!
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