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Crape Myrtle is one of the most common, toughest, and

showiest plants on the South Plains. Crape Myrtles come in

many varieties, colors, and sizes making them an excellent

choice for nearly everyone! Unfortunately, there has been

this horrible “ritual” of butchering them every year put into

practice. 

Topping Crape Myrtles causes permanent scars and makes

a profusion of smaller branches resulting in a lack of

proportion. All trees have a characteristic shape. It just so

happens that crape myrtles have one of the most

beautiful. Topping does create larger blooms, though

fewer of them. Unfortunately, these larger blooms on new

young shoots tend to flop over and droop after summer

rains or break in high winds. 

The only real pruning crape myrtles require is to thin out

the trunks on young trees leaving somewhere around 3 to 7

permanents trunks/canes. Odd numbers are always best.

The fewer you have, the more you can admire their shape

and smooth texture. Each year around early spring, all you

do is remove any new suckers that appear from the

ground. Make sure to cut suckers back all the way to the

soil line. Removing dried pods during the winter doesn’t

promote any more bloom during the summer. Removing

them during the summer does promote faster re-bloom,

however. This “old saying” of pruning back to pencil size

wood comes from recommendations from the 1960’s and is

antiquated. 

Occasional pruning to remove weakened, broken or low

branches can also be needed thourghout the growing

season. 

 




P R U N I N G  S E A S O N  

Above: Shows how to properly prune a large or heavy tree branch.

Remember to paint all pruning cuts.

Below: The Winterhur Museum, Delaware dried flowers Christmas tree.

Above: Proper Crape Myrtle pruning diagram.



Tahoka Daisy

PLANT SOON FOR SPRING HARVEST

Onions

Winec
up

Start looking for onion sets (as opposed to
seeds) now for onion planting in February. 

The size of the onion bulb is dependent upon
the number of green leaves at the time of bulb
maturity. For each leaf, there will be a ring of
onion. 

Onions are characterized by day length:
long day” onion varieties will quit forming
tops and begin to form bulbs when
daylight reaches 14 to 16 hours (better in
states north of the 36th parallel)
short day” onions will starting making bulbs
at 11 to 12 hours of daylight (better in states
south of the 36th parallel)

Onions grow best in full sunlight and well
draining soils. 

Work the garden soil only when it is dry
enough to not stick to garden tools. 
Soil should be loose and crumbly 8 to 10"
deep. 
Remove all rocks. If your soil is compacted,
work in compost to improve aeration and
drainage. 

Onions prefer soil with a pH between 6.2 and
6.8. 

Apply fertilizer (10-20-10) 2-3" below sets at
planting time. 

Plant the onions 6" from the edge of the
trench on both sides of the trench at 1" deep
3" apart. Do not plant the onions in the trench!
Leave a 2" margin between the onions and the
outside edge of the bed. 

Water thoroughly after planting, and regularly
thereafter. If leaves develop a yellow tinge,
cut back on watering. The closer to harvest
time, the greater the need for water. However,
when the onion tops start falling over, stop
watering and let the soil dry out before
harvesting.

When caring for the onions during the season,
do not allow weeds to mature near onions.

Nutritional needs are different during the
growing season. 

Every 2 to 3 weeks after planting, fertilize
with ammonium sulfate (21-0-0) in alkaline
soils. Water the onions after every
application. Stop fertilizing when the
onions start to bulb.

When the tops of the onions turn brown and
fall over, it's time to harvest. Ideally, the plant
will have about 13 leaves at this point. 



What You Need To Know

Above: Shows proper trench and

onion planting.

Left: Shows onion tops flopped

over signaling time to harvest.

https://www.dixondalefarms.com/product/41/growing_aids


1
Wash 1

crown

of

cauliflo-

wer,

and cut

away

the

large

stems.

Cut the

cauliflo-

wer into

small

florets

as

shown.

CAULIFLOWER
V E G G I E  P R E P A R A T I O N S

T I P S  O N  P R O P E R L Y  W A S H I N G ,  H A N D L I N G ,  C U T T I N G  A N D
P R E P A R I N G  V E G G I E S  

2 Fun to make with children!
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