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Lubbock County Extension
brings you the latest ag news
every day to your local radio
station! Tune in to 105.7,            
 the Red Dirt Rebel, between                      
1:45 and 2:00 p.m. every day.     
 Be sure to give us a listen!

For the most recent updates, straight from the source
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LUBBOCK COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
For more information, contact christina.reid@ag.tamu.edu     (806) 775-1740
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AG
chat

Community updatesCommunity updates

Meet our internMeet our intern

Frost Bites Back

While it may be tempting to
prune after a frost, this can
actually do more harm than
good for plants!  Just because
plant foliage isn't as pretty
doesn't mean the plant is dead!
As we reach temps below 32°,
bring plants indoors if possible.
For outdoor plants, loosely cover
with sheets or blankets to block
wind and insulate. If damage
does occur, allow time for your
plants to recover. 

Meet Olivia Moore, our new
horticulture extension intern!
Olivia grew up in Frankfort,
Kentucky, and loves all things
plants. She transferred to Texas
Tech this year after spending a
year at the University of
Kentucky; she is earning her
degree in agricultural
communications. 

"I am so excited to be joining
the Lubbock Co. Extension
team to expand my knowledge
in horticulture and West Texas
agriculture!"

Construction is beginning on a new public education
garden here in Lubbock! Stay tuned for more info in

the coming months.

SMITH SPROUTS

Smith Sprouts is an
after-school garden
club for students at

Preston Smith
Elementary.

Students gain 
 hands-on

horticultural
experience through
a variety of projects

and experiments
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Rose pruning 101Rose pruning 101 Get your rose bushes in prime condition by pruning after Valentine's Day.

AG
chat

Growing From HomeGrowing From Home
Tired of the winter weather? Get a

head start on spring by starting
seeds indoors for your garden or

flower bed!

cont.

Seed Starting 
Tips & Tricks
Purchase new seeds
(old seeds don't
germinate as well)

If you don't have a
planting flat/tray, use
an old egg carton.

Cover your seeds with
a plastic dome for
adequate moisture
(be sure to watch for
mold growth)

Keep seeds under a
grow light or near a
window with full sun.

Use a heat mat or
electric blanket to keep
soil warm for seeds.

 

HYBRID TEA ROSE

Remove leaves on branches
you will cut.
Cut branches at a 45° angle 
 1/4'' - 1/2'' above an outward-
facing  bud (buds appear as
small bumps on the stem)
Remove any dead or damaged
growth
Dispose of removed branches
and leaves

1.

2.

3.

4.

Hybrid tea roses grow upright

Let's get pruning

LANDSCAPE ROSE
Landscape roses grow to be full and bushy

Trim branches to reach the
overall desired size and shape of
the bush. 
Make angled cuts on branches
Dispose of removed branches
and leaves 

1.

2.
3.

Let's get pruning

MATERIALS

gloves    loppers    small saw    shears
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T h e  D r o p  o f  L i f eT h e  D r o p  o f  L i f e

Want to win
$100?

Elementary thru
high schoolers

can enter to win
the Keep
Lubbock 

 Beautiful art
contest! Open
now through

March 31st
 

Students can showcase
 their art skills and environmental

awareness in the Take Care of
Texas art contest! Submissions

due by Feb. 24

Putting knowledgePutting knowledge  
into action:into action:



Junior Master Gardener Virtual

Teacher/Leader training conference
Get in on this 1.5 day virtual training conference

for virtual field trips, keynote speakers, and
breakout sessions. 

February 21-22, 2023
Conference website is

https://jmgkids.us/2023jmgnlt/
 $65 for 1.5 day conference

 Questions can be directed to
jmgnltconference@gmail.com.
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F a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  g e t t i n gF a l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  g e t t i n g
i n v o l v e di n v o l v e d

Attend the Commercial Turf & Ornamental
Workshop to maintain chemical application

licensing and stay up to date on the most
recent topics.  The event will be hosted

February 27th

https://jmgkids.us/2023jmgnlt/
mailto:jmgnltconference@gmail.com
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2022 Lubbock Master Gardener Intern Training Course (26 interns).
(8) In-person classes held from 9/8-10/27 for a total of (56) hours of education
taught by Texas A&M Agrilife personnel, Texas Tech University professors,

local environmental experts, and certified Lubbock Master Gardeners.
(26) interns volunteered 1,300 hours in Lubbock County as of 12/31/22 with
the value of $38,935.00 ($29.95 per hour).



 




Lubbock Master Gardener Intern Training Course was implemented weekly in
the fall. A pre-post evaluation was administered at the conclusion of the
session. In total 26 of 26 graduates returned the evaluation instrument for a
response rate of 100%. 

The Lubbock Master Gardener Association is an active, key component to horticulture

education to the general public in Lubbock County. They serve as the volunteer


educational wing of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension in many counties throughout the

state and work to support the local horticulture agent by hosting and teaching

educational classes, volunteering for community betterment and beautification


projects in Lubbock County. The Lubbock Master Gardener Association has become

well known in the Lubbock community and has developed a brand which represents

expertise, professionalism, and high quality, helpful programming in the realms of


home horticulture, vegetable gardening, water use/conservation, rainwater
harvesting, Earth‐Kind and other beneficial horticultural practices.

The Lubbock Master Gardener Program is
an educational volunteer organization, part

of Texas A&M University’s AgriLife Extension

Service. The Master Gardener Program is

designed to increase the availability of

horticultural information and extend

horticultural projects throughout Lubbock

County. The program provides invaluable

training and educational opportunities.

Adults who become Master Gardeners

contribute time as volunteers, working

through the AgriLife Extension office to

provide horticultural-related information in

various ways to the Lubbock community.

Lubbock Master Gardener
Association 2022 Intern


Class
LUBBOCK COUNTY
Christina Reid | CEA-Horticulture 

80

$85,058.00

Certified Lubbock
Master Gardeners
i

VALUE IN

VOLUNTEERISM


BACK TO LUBBOCK

COUNTY

 

Lubbock Master Gardener

Association

A G R I L I F E E X T E N S I O N . T A M U . E D U

Response

Relevance

Evaluation Strategy 

VALUE STATEMENT

SOUTH PLAINS HORTICULTURE PAGE 7



Pre-survey average score: 21% (failing
grade)
Post survey average score: 72%
(passing grade)
67% increase in sustainable plant
choices for Lubbock County
89% increase in knowledge of water
conservation
75% increase in proper plant
maintaince techniques 

The value of the Lubbock Master Gardener

Intern program in Lubbock County is

empowering adults with the knowledge

and support to successfully practice

horticultural activities, provide examples

for the Lubbock County public, offer

educational opportunities for the Lubbock

County public, and volunteering for

community betterment and beautification

in Lubbock County.

The Lubbock Master Gardener Intern program

will continue in 2023. Expansion areas include:

new speakers and topics, hands on

demonstrations, and new emerging
horticultural issues. 

To get involved, please visit the Lubbock Master

Gardener Association website:

www.lubbockmastergardener.org

Extension Agent Reid taught the Extension Orientation, history and landscape design programs, while other local experts covered

other chapters of the Texas Master Gardener Handbook. Pre- and post-surveys indicate participants had a statistically different

positive change as a result of the Lubbock Master Gardener Association 2022 Intern Class program in the following areas: 

RESULTS

SUMMARY

FUTURE PROGRAMMING

Knowledge Gained

A G R I L I F E E X T E N S I O N . T A M U . E D U

LUBBOCK COUNTY

Christina Reid | CEA-Horticulture 

Lubbock Master Gardener

Association 2022 Intern Class

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without

regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,


veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other classification
protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University System, U.S.


Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas
Cooperating. 

Christina Reid 
CEA-Horticulture
Lubbock County

Phone: 806-775-1740
Email: christina.reid@ag.tamu.edu

For more information: 
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Consumers look to industry

professionals as experts in their field,

and the landscape industry is no

different. In Lubbock County,

consumers are seeing a lack of

extensive training, up to date

knowledge, and credentials from

landscape professionals that is

resulting in wide spread loss of trees

and plant materials, landscape

business owners losing their

businesses, worker job safety
hazards, and a decline in our overall

environmental aesthetic in the
county. 

2022 Commercial Turf & Ornamental Workshop (76 professionals).
This (1) day in-person course offers (5) Texas Department of Agriculture
Continuing Education Units for chemical applicators. 
Texas Department of Agriculture requires all chemical applicators to have

(15) Continuing Education Units every (3) years to renew professional licenses
and continue conducting business. The Commercial Turf & Ornamental

Workshop fulfills this requirement.
Topics covered: Herbicide and the Future, Identification and Control of Insect

Pests on Turf Grass and Ornamentals, New Spray Laws and Regulations,
Calibration of Spray Equipment, and Adjuvants to Overcome Water Quality
Concerns
2022 International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist Prep Course (28

professionals)
This (2) day intensive in-person course offers a deep dive into the study materials
for the Certified Arborist Exam.

Texas Forestry Personnel and Certified Professionals came to Lubbock from across
the state in order to provide mentorship and guidance, emerging tree care issues,

hands on class experience, and promote industry professionalism. 




2022 International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist Prep Course pre-
post evaluation was administered at the conclusion of the session. A total of
28 of 28 participants returned the evaluation instrument for a response rate
of 100%. 

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)
is designated as the state’s leading agency in

the regulation of pesticide use and

application. TDA is responsible for licensing

and training pesticide applicators,
overseeing worker protection, registering

pesticides for sale in the state and working
to minimize unnecessary impacts to

agriculture while enhancing protection of

endangered and threatened species.

Through research, technology, and
education, the International Society of

Arboriculture (ISA) promotes the
professional practice of arboriculture and

fosters a greater worldwide awareness of
the benefits of trees. ISA is focused on

research and the dissemination of results to

contribute to a world with healthier trees,

sustainable communities, and a green

economy. ISA is a cohesive, inclusive
network of practitioners, scientists, and

students that is recognized as the global

source for arboricultural information and

knowledge. Arborists are recognized as

qualified, competent, and safe tree care

professionals who are sought out the by the

public, government organizations, and other

professions. Professional tree care

practitioners have the required knowledge,

training, and expertise to perform proper

tree care safely.

Landscape Industry

Professional Programs

LUBBOCK COUNTY
Christina Reid | CEA-Horticulture 

104
LUBBOCK COUNTY


LANDSCAPE

BUSINESSES


REACHED
 

Texas Department of
Agriculture Pesticides

International Society of

Arboriculture

A G R I L I F E E X T E N S I O N . T A M U . E D U

Response

Relevance

Evaluation Strategy 

VALUE STATEMENT
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The value of Landscape Industry Programs

in Lubbock County is empowering

landscape professionals with the

knowledge and support to successfully

practice horticultural activities, provide

excellent services for the Lubbock County

public, continue to operate their

businesses, and provide safe job

environments for employees.

Pre-survey average score: 46% (failing grade)
Post-survey average score: 82% (passing grade)
43% increase in worker safety
79% increase in tree pruning
54% increase in tree biology and health

During the program, participants expressed the need
for a tree climbing educational program and to have a
set time to build local industry relationships. From this
identified issue, Extension Agent Reid planned a
"Learning to Climb" Workshop on 4/11/22 at the
Lubbock Memorial Arboretum. (19) participants spent
the day learning to climb from local tree professionals
and networking over lunch, all while donating their
expertise to the Lubbock Memorial Arboretum.

The Commercial Turf & Ornamental program will continue in
2023. The ISA Certified Arborist Prep Course is projected to

continue in 2024. Expansion areas include: new speakers and

topics, hands on demonstrations, and new emerging horticultural

issues. 

Extension Agent Reid and other professionals taught each chapter of the ISA Certified

Arborist Study Guide. Pre- and post-surveys indicate participants had gained statistically

knowledge in the following areas: 

RESULTS

SUMMARY

FUTURE PROGRAMMING

Knowledge Gained

A G R I L I F E E X T E N S I O N . T A M U . E D U

LUBBOCK COUNTY

Christina Reid | CEA-Horticulture 

Lubbock Master Gardener

Association 2022 Intern Class

Extension programs of Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,

sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender


identity or any other classification protected by federal, state or local law The Texas A&M University
System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Christina Reid 
CEA-Horticulture
Lubbock County

Phone: 806-775-1740
Email: christina.reid@ag.tamu.edu

For more information: 
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