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Least-Toxic Solutions

« Monitor often for early detection and to determine if control is needed;
natural predators may make treatment unnecessary

« For minor infestations, spray host plants with water at high pressure to 5
dislodge aphids

= Introduce ladybugs or lacewings and other beneficial insects to your land-

scape after infestation has been identified = for best results follow release
instructions carefully; best to release in an enclosed area

OB magadied + Use sticky barriers to prevent ants from tending aphids and protecting them -~
Descri ption from natural predators
Tiny (1/16-1/8") insect with soft body, « Help control aphids with insecticidal soaps and horticultural oils
long legs and antennae; cornicles or » Use a row cover to physically keep the aphids off vegetable crops while
“tailpipes” on tip of abdomen; allowing air, light and water exchange 2

250 species; reproduce quickly; attack
new growth or underside of leaf

Infestation
Suck sap from plants and excrete If You Must Use a Pesticide...

clear, sticky "honeydew" that often

grows blac,sooyfungus hatbocks * AYgLRUNSIT I ARUidR? Sy s el sRIFRI R ReTB g ces —

sunlight from leaves; feeding can stunt feeding insects

R, deioe ard dlscolor woves, « Non-systemic pesticides must be applied to all infested plant surfaces for

or cause them to drop prematurely; : : i '
usually attack new growth; some aphids best results, because they must come into direct contact with the insects

« Use natural or slow-release fertilizer to avoid excessive new growth -
« Most aphids are host-plant specific and usually don’t move to other species

e Ty

transmit plant diseases « Avoid applying broad spectrum pesticides - they destray beneficial insects as
Attack well as pests and leave trees or shrubs unprotected if pests return =
- Bedding plants  * Crape myrtles = Apply only to plants specified on
s Hibisous - Oaks the label - some formulations injure

I « Pecans tender ornamental plants and
: g eanaers new growth
:v:;::ableﬁ « Mix according to directions and

apply only recommended dosage

= Several pesticide applications may
be needed for control at 7-10 day
intervals, or as instructed by the
product label

« Avoid overuse of chemicals — many

aphids and associated sooty moid
pests have become resistant to certain pesticides



SOUTH PLAINS HORTICULTURE PAGE 3

GUIDE TO APHIDS

CONT.

roduct toxicity comparisons

valuation of active ingredients only; does not include toxicity information on inert or “other” ingredients
Toxicity/Threat:
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" ] Bonide™ Hol Peppét Wax Ready-1o-Use ESﬁS.E?.’-]a’“JM?ﬁS‘L

Concern® Insect Killing Soap

& | Garden Sale® Fungicide 3-in-1Ready-lo-Use [ 5 "0 20 0 o0
| Urange Guard® Home Fest Contiol

| Green Light™ g Concentrale

We are starting a YouTube Channel!
Head over to YouTube and look up
Lubbock AgriLife Extension Horticulture
as we post videos on current topics and
tutorials for all your horticultural needs.
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ophobic extract,
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Theameitroxan 0.20
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Pyretiirin 0.02%

Green Light® Neem [1 Ready-to-Use ;Q.,-;:ﬂa’,k_,.,,qm:m eatrnet o

Manide® Dual Insect Killer
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Oriko® Qriheres® Garden Insect & Acephole 4%, Tiiforine FLi®
Disease Control Concentrate Fenbutatin oxice (. 75%
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Be sure to subscribe

. and click the bell to

> SUbSC”be get notifications of
the latest videos!
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B‘“'I":‘ Artvanced=FoawerFor Terramear 0. 15 %
Masquita Killer Plus Outdoor Fogger Permetfyin 0.15%
Piperonyl butoxide ( 75%
| Bayer Advanced™ Comgplete Insoct Dust PETme 0.25%
Ready-lo-Use
Bayer Advanced™ Tree & Shnub Insect Imicoefoprid 1.47%

| Control Concentrate
Bonide® All Seasons® Horticullural Spray il | Petrodaum ol 98%
[ GardenTech® Sevin® Ready-10-Use 5% Toran 5%

& | Dust Bug Killer b | b
E Bayer Advanced™ 2in 1 Disuifoton 0.1% | SU w & G R ﬂ W
| Systemic Flower Care [ 1 b ,

Thay City of Austin and the Texas I'l,grllilu Extension Service provide this information as a comparative referencn only, Ir.lir;ol speciic

r'ndud Erade names does nol constibube an endorsament of is use. Many other peshicides and peshicide products are avalable and may
I

¢ Saitalibe 10r use oiher 1han those listed in these tables, Products ratsd by Grady 1. Glann PO BLE Are you i h n eed Df SE‘EdS .FO r th TS

of the Pesticde Safety Education Program, Texas

iLife Extencion Sér 3 a0, b ri e uisd Y
Why Grow Green? e A T o i growing season? Check out the
The Gresw Ereeln ulong am educates hl:s'll|‘||a:lei|r H?SII’:III“-GT 'Irh: A Washington Toxics Coalition : r "
e T e e vl — Lubbock Public Libraries to make

ot | [QWATERSHED use of the Sow & Grow Seed

gt i e i et it et 972550 Library programs. Each library
inlormation or visit our website at ; r’!‘i'fl;] IFE EXTENSION = =

PR 8509600 e sime has a variety of seed packets free

of charge to the community!

Seed donations are also

appreciated.

oo

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SUMMER INTERN!

Hello, my name is Brenna
Estrada. I'm an upcoming
senior attending Texas Tech HAVE YOU HEARD?
University. | will be interning

g Lubbock County Extension
Agrilife Extension in every day to your local radio
: station! Tune in to 1057,
Lubbock County. Excited to e Bad Dt Hebel betuer
al=lleNolVimda[I-X:{Vlgalanl=ig-[gleRdel 1:45 and 200 p.m. every day.

— ccrve the Community' Be sure to give us a listen!
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In my mind, the word flies has been synonymous with SWAT!, No thinking, no hesitation,
just get rid of them!

However, the object of my murderous intent, the common housefly (Musca domestica), is
just one species of fly in the huge order Diptera. There are 120,000 known species and still
counting. Literally, thousands of these species have earned a much more benevolent
response than instant smashing.

These Diptera species are the pollinators, performing a vital function for all of earth’s life.
Among these essential tiny creatures are gnats, midges, no-see-ums, and, of course, a
diverse assortment of flies.

As members of the Diptera order, pollinating families share certain defining
characteristics including:

Only one pair of functional wings (a few species are wingless);

Halteres, a second pair of wing remnants. Dipterans use them as stabilizers or airspeed
detectors;

Large eyes;

Life cycle is a complete metamorphosis; and

Larvae have no true legs.

The relationship between pollinating flies and flowers is an ancient one, dating back at
least 150 million years. Fossil evidence reveals that flies and beetles were the primary
pollinators of the earliest flowers, instead of today’'s hero, the bee. Bees simply had not
evolved yet.

Flies visit more than 1,100 species of flowers and have the potential for pollinating each
species at each visit. Flowers need efficient pollination, which requires a minimal loss of
pollen and as little energy as possible spent on nectar production. Flies need
nourishment, which involves finding the most nectar at each stop, simultaneously
avoiding predators, watching for mates, and staying warm enough to fly.

Some pollinating fly species have evolved hairy bodies that much pollen can stick to at
one stop and drop off at the next. In a reciprocating gesture, some flowers have even
evolved ways to keep their insect guests warm. J p;"

A few of the best-known of our flying fertilizing friends are:
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/ﬁ BENEFICIALS IN THE GARDEN

HOVER FLIES (ALSO KNOWN AS SYRPHID
FLIES, FLOWER FLIES & DRONE FLIES
®,
“
~

MOSQUITOES

HOUSEFLIES AND BLOWFLIES

3 | ®2007 GCMGA Inc., All Rights R d
B hitpiifaggie-horticuliure tamu. edu/galveston,

At 6,000 species worldwide, hover flies are by far
the most numerous of the pollinating flies.



Water Weekly [

For the week of 06/03/24 il

Water conditions

The latest drought map for conditions
as of May 28 shows a small uptick in
drought from the previous week. This
is the first week that drowght area has
increased in more than a month, and it
re-emerged in an area of South Texas
centersd on San Palricio County.

Drought conditions Intensity

26% now DO abnormally dry

26% aweek ago D1 modorate drought

B D2 severs drought

23% three months ago
El 03 satreme drought

34% ayear ago

Drought change
in the last month

Recent rains have mostly fallen
in areas of the state already out
of drought. As a result, the area
of drought contracted only one
percentage point in the last four
weehs, Drought
improved in
Central Texas, but
conditions degraded
in South Texas and the
Pamhandle,

By Dr. Mark Wonizel, Hydrologist, Office of Water Science and Conservation

B D4 exceptional drought

Key
[y Degradation
B ; Ciass Degradation
B 3 rlass Degradaiion
2 Clazs Degradation
| Class Degradation
Mo Change
1 Class Improvement
2 Class impnovement
B s class Improvement
B 4 class improvement
- B Class mprovemaent

www. twdb.texas.gov

Kellen McMurry, Government Relations | KeBernMeMurry @ bwdb fexas gov | 512-475-1589 n x @ u m

Media Relaions | MediaRelations@twdb texas gov | 512-463-5129

Spring & Summer
Watering Days & Times

IRRIGATION FROM APRIL 17 - SEPT. 30™
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Timas 10 Water Time to Turn off

6 pm-12 am

2 am-10 am

Irrigaton
10 w8 pm

i
High Evapdation Rates g

Temperatures are warming up
and lawns will be thirsty for
proper irrigation! Keep these tips
and tricks in mind as you begin
watering for the warmer season
to be proactive in your lawn
maintenance. County Extension
agents and the Water Utilities
Department are great resources
for further information.

WATERING TIPS:

* Do not water when temps are
under 35°F.

« Now is a great time to check
irrigation systems for leaks or
required maintenance to
prevent runoff.

+ Avoid watering during
precipitation.

+ Save time and money by
properly programming your
irrigation controller.

]




Geﬁing Involved

around the community

.........

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY  *

Working with the Community Foundation
of West Texas, LMGA is proud to award
students pursuing their education in
Horticulture, Botany, Plant Science, or a
related field.

A STRATTOIN

IVIGRINOR 1101 101k SCHOL ARSHI

All scholarship applications must be
completed in full and submitted by June 1.

Visit
https://lubbockmastergardener.org/scholar
ship/ for application and more information.
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TREE OF THE MONTH!

The Golden Rain Tree is a
deciduous, Firewise, medium-
sized shade tree with a round GOLDEN RAIN TREE
crown to 40' tall. The tree is P : (KOELREULTERIA
native to Korea, China, and Ui i R e IR PANICULATA)
Japan, performs best in well- . e BN SR T
drained soils, but will tolerate a
wide range of urban conditions
including heat, drought, and
poor soils. The Golden Rain Tree
gets its name from the long
spikes of yellow flowers, up to 12"
long, that appear above the
foliage from May through July.

The Golden Rain Tree is a
deciduous, Firewise, medium-
sized shade tree with a round
crown to 40’ tall, The tree is
native to Korea, China, and
Japan, performs best in well-
drained soils, but will tolerate a

wide range of urban conditions Copyright @ Robert O'Brien
including heat, drought, and

poor soils. The Golden Rain Tree

gets its name from the long -
spikes of yellow flowers, up to 12" T R E E " AT E R I N G T I P a
long, that appear above the

foliage from May through July.

If yuu are onl
watering the
trunk, your tree is
not getting
enough water.
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Tree roots can extend 1 lfzmwmesbeyondtheCalmy
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SHRUB OF THE MONTH!

The Chaste Tree, also known by its common names
Lilac Chaste Tree, is a native of China and India,
although long ago it became naturalized throughout
the South. The early American nurseryman Peter
Henderson stated that Vitex has been cultivated
here since 1670. For folks in the warmer part of the
South, the "Lilac Chaste Tree" has been the shrub of
choice to mimic lilacs, which are restricted to cooler
regions.

Vitex is an excellent choice for a large shrub or small
flowering tree in the smaller, modern suburban
landscape. It does best in full sun and will grow in a
variety of soils, provided they are well-drained. After
it has been established, the Vitex is a good candidate
for planting in a xeric garden, where hot, dry
surroundings prevail. Like many members of the
Vervain family, Vitex attracts butterflies and other
insects. The older strains had small spikes of flowers
in pale lilac, mauve, off-white or light pink, but
modern, much-improved varieties such as 'Montrose
Purple', 'LeCompte’, or the pink 'Salinas Pink' have
spikes as long as 8 to 12 inches in length.

Many aromatic black or brown seeds may be set, but if the spent spikes
are cut off promptly after the first flowering the shrub will bloom again.
The common name 'Monk's Pepper' refers to the medieval belief that
utilizing potions made from the berries helped monks maintain their
vows of chastity. Vitex is still an ingredient in herbal remedies for a
variety of conditions. The blossoms of Vitex emerge from May to
September, and the aromatic leaves are palmate, with five to seven
leaflets. All dead wood and lower limbs may be removed from the shrubs
in wintertime. Propagation is from cuttings in summer or winter. Lower
limbs may be layered by burying in the ground, and there are sometimes
volunteer seedlings that may be transplanted elsewhere in the garden.
Vitex is hardy in zones 6-9.
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The woolly leaves of this plant tend
to trap moisture. Plants are
generally drought tolerant. Avoid
overwatering. If mid-summer
foliage decline occurs, pick off
damaged leaves as needed.
Spreads by creeping stems that
root as they go along the ground
and can be mildly aggressive in rich
soils. Site starter plants 12-18" apart §
for use as a ground cover. Divide -
when necessary. Flowers are not ‘
particularly showy, and many
gardeners prefer to remove the
flowering stems as they appear to

‘ enhance the ground cover effect.
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Peaches are stone fruits, which mean they have
large pits or seeds in their centers. Peaches are

known for their yellow and red fuzzy skins and they're ' DID YOU KNOW?2
really soft to the touch, Peaches are mostly grown in the TG i s St b e
central and eastern regions of Texas. The Hill County ;ﬁ&&?ﬁgﬂ:;ﬁ:&;w
peach farms located in central Texas are famous for the and “life Is peachy keen."
quality of their fruit. Peaches grow on trees and taste EUN EACT

the best from June through the end of August. Peaches

oy : In China, peaches are symbols
are an extremely juicy fruit and taste great fresh or of long life and good luck.

cooked. Use them with yogurt or in a fruit salad

PEACH

GROWING REGIONS

1 East Texas 2. Central Texas
r.f-*'.‘-".ia_r‘. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
{wﬂ} COMMISSIONER SID MILLER n u D
’*:- 8" This productwms funded by ISDA. This institution is an squal oppertmiy provider






